
Syllabus - English 12 
Mrs. Wemyss 

 
British Novels and Humanities 
The Twentieth Century –   Lord of the Flies – William Golding 

       Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 
 

College/Personal Essay  
 
British Literature – Elements of Literature 
  
The Anglo – Saxon Period – Beowulf 
             Anglo-Saxon Riddles 
 
The Middle Ages –  Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
            The Death of Arthur – Sir Thomas Malory 
            Ballads 
            The Canterbury Tales – Geoffrey Chaucer 
 
The Renaissance – Macbeth – William Shakespeare 

       A Midsummer Night’s Dream – William Shakespeare 
         Sonnets – various 
 
Distributed throughout school year: 
Professional Writing – Resumes, Cover Letters, Career Activities, etc.   
 
Tentative Works: 
The Restoration – Satire of Jonathan Swift  
 
The Romantic Period – Various Romantic Poets  
 
The Victorian Period – Various Victorian Poets  
 
      
 
 



Guidelines for Success 
Senior English 12  

Mrs. Wemyss 
Class overview: 
English 12 is a survey of British Literature, beginning with the Anglo-Saxons and ending in the 
Modern Era, with a focus on the development of the English Language.  By reflecting on the 
historical events of the period, students will discover the history’s influence on the development 
of the English language and its literature.  Reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills will be 
enhanced with special emphasis on the transformation and interpretation of literature and through 
analytical and reflective writing.  We will utilize our textbook, Elements of Literature Sixth 
Course, which includes Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  In addition to the textbook readings, we will 
read Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Golding’s Lord of the Flies, and Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein.  Several weeks throughout the school year will be devoted to professional 
writing.  Included in this unit will be resumes, business letters, reference lists, essays, etc.  This 
course is designed to provide multiple resources needed to facilitate the transition to college level 
English and the world of work. 
Evaluation will consist of tests/quizzes, reading comprehension quizzes, oral readings and 
interpretations, numerous written submissions (analytical and creative), classwork, homework, 
projects, and participation. 
Classroom Guidelines:   1. BE RESPECTFUL 

           2. BE AN ACTIVE LEARNER        -These are in addition to 
           3. BE COURTEOUS                                the school's policies. 
          4. SMILE! 

In addition, please respect the following BRAVE standards of behavior: 
 Be safe:  Listen to staff and maintain personal space. 
 Respect others:  Be on time, be polite, and use appropriate language and tone. 
 Be accountable:  Be prepared, be honest, do your own work, use electronic devices only when permitted. 
 Be victorious:  Do your best work and celebrate academic success. 
 Be enthusiastic:  Have a positive attitude and take ownership of learning. 
Be prepared for class. Have your pen, pencil, book, notebook, paper, notes, homework, charged 
iPad, etc. with you daily. You will not be granted trips to your locker because you are unprepared. 

Maintain an organized notebook. It is your responsibility to keep track of your work. Please 
keep all worksheets and study guides in your notebook because you will not be given duplicate 
copies throughout the marking periods.  

Track your grades. It is your responsibility to keep track of your grades throughout each nine-
week period.  You may use the online grade book to keep track of your grades.  If tests, quizzes, 
or themes are returned when you are absent, they will be placed in your classroom folder for you. 
You may check your grades in your folders before or after class. 

Make-up work and tests are your responsibility. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to 
find out what you missed. You will find a calendar and worksheet file on the desk by the door in 
the classroom. The daily assignments will be listed on the calendar and any worksheets will be 
filed in the bin with your name on them. If you have any questions, you can ask another student 
or see me before or after class. For all make-up work (test, quiz, in-class theme, worksheets, 
reading assignments, etc.), you will be given the number of days you are absent to complete 
it. If make-up work is not completed as specified, it will result in a zero. This is a school 
policy. Ex. Tuesday is a test day, and you are absent. You will need to be prepared to take it when 
you return on Wednesday. Every effort should be made to take it before/after school or during a 
study hall so you do not miss another day of class. If you take it during class, you are still 
responsible for the work we accomplish that day just as if you were there. It's your work 
and your responsibility! If you miss the day before a test, you will still be expected to take the 
test since all tests are announced in advance. You will find that each week's assignments are listed 
on the board on Monday. You are responsible for this information, and it should be logged 
weekly.  If you miss school on the day of a test, quiz, or theme, be prepared to take an alternate 
version of the assignment.   (Be here!)   

If you know you will be absent on a given day, please make arrangements to get your 
assignments in advance. 

 



If you are in the school building, but not in my class due to a tardy, early dismissal, or fieldtrip, 
you are still expected to turn in any assignments that are due that day.  You may deliver the 
assignment to me directly or have it placed in my mailbox in the main office.  In addition, you 
may also e-mail your assignments to me at twemyss@efsd.net if you are not in class. 

Class Participation.  English 12 will be what you make of it.  Appropriate class participation is 
expected of all students everyday.  Class participation includes, but is not limited to:  bringing 
materials to class, participating in class discussions in an appropriate manner, answering 
questions, participating in group activities/presentations, taking notes during lecture and 
discussion, being attentive during all aspects of the class, being considerate of fellow classmates, 
and raising your hand.  The following activities are inappropriate and will be noted and corrected:  
sleeping, putting your head down on your desk, acting in a manner that is disruptive or 
disrespectful, texting, using electronic devices inappropriately, and not working on assigned 
activities.  You will receive a participation grade each marking period that reflects what you 
do/do not do while you are in this classroom. 

Homework /Assignment Acceptance Policy and Standards/Academic Integrity.  All 
assignments must be completed by the specified due date.  If major assignments, themes, projects, 
etc., are submitted late, they will lose one letter grade for each day they are late.  Minor 
assignments, classwork, homework, journals, etc., will receive a maximum of half credit if 
submitted late.  Study guides and other work reviewed in class on the day it is due will not be 
accepted late.  If you are absent, you are welcome to submit your assignments through e-mail.  

Cheating, in any form (plagiarism, copying another student, “working together” without specific 
permission by the teacher, sharing electronically without permission to “work together”) will not 
be tolerated and will result in a zero for the assignment for all parties involved.  This includes all 
assignments given in this class.  Additional disciplinary action will be taken if deemed necessary 
as per school policy. You will not be given the opportunity to make up the assignment.   Make 
sure your work is your own; take ownership of your learning. 
In addition, please keep the following in mind: 

� Accurately cite all sources    � Proofread your work to assure accuracy  
� Accurately represent your sources   � Include a list of works cited for all compositions  
� Read all assigned readings to assure accuracy  � Do not download a composition from the internet  
� Do not copy another person’s work   � Do not make up quotes that are not in the text you have read  
� Do not give your work to others   � Do not write a paper for one course and urn the same paper in for  

   another course 

Hall passes will be used sparingly. Please keep hall pass requests to emergencies only. You 
must sign out when you leave the room. 

Be here. Be on time and be ready to work. Three tardies will result in a detention. An unexcused 
absence will result in a zero for all assignments given that day. (This includes tests, quizzes, in-
class writing assignments, homework, etc. **This is school policy.)  Be here! 

Be kind to substitutes. In the event that I am unable to be with you, please follow all directions 
and complete all assignments. Any assignments given by a substitute will be graded. Poor 
behavior will result in immediate disciplinary action upon my return. 

Food and drinks are not permitted in the classroom without teacher permission.    

Use of cell phones, iPods, iPads, personal computers, etc. is at teacher discretion.  

iPads / phones should be turned off and put away unless in use for a specific assignment.  

All bags should be placed on the floor or under the desk.  Please adhere to the dress code. 

Grading Scale: 90-100=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; 0-59=F 

If you have any question, concerns, comments, or funny anecdotes, please do not hesitate to come 
and see me. My door is always open, and I am available for extra help before/after school and 
during my lunch study.  

Please feel free to contact me through phone or email if necessary.                                                          
(412) 896-2300 ext. 7803 (leave a message)       twemyss@efsd.net     

 
Have a terrific year! Make the most of it! 

**************************************************************************************************** 
 



 
 
 
Student Name ______________________________________________ Period  __________ 
 
I have read and understand the classroom guidelines listed above. I understand what my 
responsibilities are, and I will work hard to make my senior year a success. 
 
 
Student Signature_______________________________________ Date__________ 
 
 
I have reviewed the English 12 Guidelines for Success with my son/daughter. 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________________________Date__________ 
 
Preferred Contact Number  ___________________________________________ 
 
Optional email _____________________________________________________ 
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